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feature article: our favourites

Live Press: Could
you tell us something
about the beginnings
of TURTLE?

Michael Shamberg:
The beginning of turtle
was almost the end of
me but has become my
crawl back to life.

In a way, turtle began
before I fell ill. A Christ-
mas 2004 for two weeks
I was losing myself in
the city of Beirut, look-
ing and shooting for my
film. One friend, Ana
Corbera, was showing
me a sniper’s nest near
the green line. It was
in a destroyed building
that was being “saved”.
The building had a sad
beauty that cried its sto-

“on Your

Marke.

An interview with Michael Shamberg

ry in an ochre color. Ana
was walking me around
to such locations and
told me about the tur-
tle sanctuary near the
border with Israel. She
knew the women who
cared for the turtles
and said that they had
a bed and breakfast that
I should visit and she
would join me. So that
trip became a special in-
terest to me and [ hoped
to make the trip before
I went to China for the
Joy Division documen-
tary, Enigmatic, 1 was
developing,.

Between that time and
when I collapsed in July
2005, I made the short
THE TEMPTATION
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OF VICTORIA and
edited enough of my
Beirut footage to realize
that I had another film
to make, something
more personal in both
content and construc-
tion. I was preparing
for Enigmatic with my
partners Carol Mor-
ley and Natasha Dack.
While I knew I could
not make the journey to
see the turtle before the
trip to Bejing for Enig-
matic’s development, I
felt confident that this
film would enable me
financially to get there
and to make my film.
I never made it to the
turtles but, in a way, the
turtles have come to me.

40 lar

icad osagn E
n tin soldlier

atter of timing

fd s | &
| 5§
EEE
-

LA =

o
..-_i* A T

Tecall Ll'l! thousand & one vears

Ehgy ! B mirror, agueous & :alln&* .
. E ]ﬁng Evfﬂ ﬂf t]'\e tﬂmp}ﬂ; SOTTOWS ;

whether gurr™ theirs.

yoil s &L mine

tne horizon ;

che opposite shoTe

TURTLE LIVE PRESS 23



baw Sz rrabke o TURTLE
s propeasl foe Tetare TURTLES

o maka 8 TURTLE in those boginning wapes
~ Qo] F9afd - |1 i iSaal T9El | edlde 1= @b Dot
W 1o 3 mearvibeg, Thin Wil anebie me 10 REceTe
leTelie wilh he plisse ard The pesple. and

with Imcditien; el pailarias, murssma, ciramse,
cirmrmalbsgues, music vanoes, peoples hareas
snd cther patsaiisl placss for TUETLLE minisd
msfallalions. and sverls

PARIS is an obelous #1ep, mary peoplie e
sirandy mwntesd with TURTLE snd many hiasas
Fol o gedicipals,

BEIRUT is o gost alieady ihers are savoiml
mriimin mred sriiers ineslewd cormmane, lacailizan
A d Boighi mba will Pap & I ahd. nESarally,
tha TURTLES fhamustes!

BRUXELLES opcmusn of the ssared spint sad

o9 | Pt irn Ol [Bfa ileias vbo will Sais budlo
TUETLE %rom tar some. | hees a hmicey wia
oS MIEgh ATF B DI, 30 CANE MprgT
han & nica wiary with iha cinemathegua e

NEW YORE will coms. TURTLE ca= hagpsn
in |sipe ameas ard small Iscations, i1 is keped
thak mikare = davales TURTLE &a thair 22
shawmg marss ared inds. TURTLE is a spn.

TURTLD srouin atways bi apan 15 and tansnes
io ckangs ant bwld fhraughzai s exhibifon dma,
#ad Baposd. il il gmbiaes Tha il ®sisule and

wexpacisd TURTLE should Ba an snwimomand

WIHER I8 Te® Ared iPsBpTing Srd UIpIBIICTADIG, |Te
sutimrszs far TURTLE insledes B parScpenin

& los ng (=T
FifRE @0 BFQCy SDACE B PEARITIEN DF w@iling 10
bacome somsthing, s specs in & building sndar
corpiiusiion 35 wsll 32 eviablsnad an galisnss
d spacan

TURTLE sould Invelve s, muskc, lim, philossaby,

Imaralure, sciencs,,

s citsroot of TURTLE = KINOTECA = wosta
b & mors peiAsael dpaca 15 alao S in an
sslschic galEcuon o beots, deds sad Goe,  woels
ragl b @ sl pna wowld ety wpon Mo enyibing
pal dCONGTY SIWAEE [FOgramman wiih 1
muarpacted moad with [ha dasiic - glwsys s

md il asgecs ol I ETHOTEC A wauwd ba
intnrnciivs panple wil e Sl [0 LhiECD e
{orverte brab. film of music @ad il cee be avafabia
for m dmilsa tims. i csn be m ness work ar of the
past wory lew, il ary. Mamy woeld da parmmanenthy
smcksd. & histoey widl be bedll, Wedlding s pan

& iha eaeah@ saint ol TURTLE. svarpinng
will hawe Za fime, acibing ol permanence

g

For furffeer lafo coafact: Wohesel ¥ Shsnderp. riptitofirca.ocam, e bioniece sl

22 TURTLE LIVE PRESS

LP: How many tur-
tles do you think are
out there?

MS: I only hope that
there are enough to
prosper, be healthy and
guide others in their
lives.

LP: What is an “anar-
chic salon™?
MS: An
anarchic
salon is an <«
inspiration
to  create

and to share but, in

it to the turtles

turtle is the highlight of
my life now. The high-
light will always be in
the future and unreach-
able, though we must
pursue “it” (a kind of
situationist ideologue, I
remember Tony Wilson
once saying that about
Factory Records when

I first met

him). The

never made highlights

are the new
friends/

a wa .
V> artists I am

without the turtles have meeting
concern of come to me.” and those

how what

one  does

“fits” in to
anything— it is a lan-
guage for a communi-
cation. It is that area of
translation, a between.
You see, it defies defini-
tion. I can only ponder
and discover from day
to day and that helps
me to wake.

LP:What was your
highlight TURTLE mo-
ment?

MS: There is no one

highlight of rturtle—

that turtle

is bringing

me back in
touch with. There is a
lot of sadness in the joy
as many of the friends
of my past are no longer
here. So turtle becomes
a celebration of them.
For some reason I am
still here. Turtle must
honor these people and
their work and to intro-
duce it, even in a small
way, to others.
LP: If you could have
a honourary turtle,

who would it be?
MS: The honorary
turtle title would have
to be shared with all of
my friends that pulled
me through, and then
with those who were
responsible for turtle
beginning, continuing,
and now to you all for a
special celebration. And
to those in the future of
turtle.

LP: What to you
wish for TURTLE in
the future?

MS: My wish for turtle
in the future would be
that it inspires people
in their work and that
some will find a way to
make their own turtle
wherever they want
to and in their own
way—that turtle is al-
ways  redefined—and
that there is a resource
that anyone can draw
upon for materials and
information, and that
those who make a turtle
can add theirs back in
to the turtle “pot”, or
maybe we should call
it a sanctuary. So lets
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build a turtle sanctuary
that can nourish people
everywhere. I think that
a good base has been
built.

LP: Finally, have you
heard of the Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles?
(We'’re that genera-
tion...)

MS: It is funny that
you ask if I have heard
of Teenage Mutant Nin-
ja Turtles—of course, I
am not that old or dam-
aged—but this morning
I received an email with
this note and image:

areatedy RAChael Krepps

erin go bragh & viel gluck! mirandaXX
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Loinciaence

An area defined by [a painting and] two chairs. A chandelier. Two persons. Silence. Everything hap-
pens very slowly.
R. (female) looks upward, where a a loose chandelier droops and dangles.

R: There is the possibility, in which our chandelier crashes through chance.
S.: Actually? (Reading, in thonght sunk)

After short time S. puts the book away and looks to the blanket. [ceiling]

S.: Me since longer one into the sense already it came that a certain danger
threatens us from above.

R.: I concerned myself likewise for quite some time with the question, as occurring
such a case in the reality would express oneself.

Break. R. and S. sitting. Thinking. The hands folded in the lap. The chandelier cracks.

R.: Not to mention the case, if the cat would be by an unpleasant coincidence
under it. We could have for example also guests.

Break. Silence.

R.: shakes the head. Not to contrivel

S. the head shaking. Not to contrive!

R.: Granted measures befalls me an uncomfortable feeling in view of this
presentation.

S. nods. Silence.

S.: For four weeks it behaves now already in such a way thereby. An unfortunate
chance would have been able to enter accidentally.

S. and R. look at eachother. The chandelier dangles. Both look towards the top to the chandelier. S.
rises, runs out of the picture, comes back and hangs a brought along, heavy object on the chandelier.
Same fells a noticeable piece downward.

S.: I think if a good idea the disproportions was to be allowed to remove.
Somebody could be called. Certainly, I have no experience with it, but there are
certainly specialists for it.

R.: Only, who has already time itself also still therefore too care?

S.: We are very busy both...

R. nods stowly. Considers and minces with the fingers on his(its) knee. He(it) supports the face in the
palm and bends forwards. Breafk.

The chandelier cracks repeatedly, falls slowly on R.s head. R. falls down dead. S. looks surprised in
his(its)

direction.

S.: I would not have considered the actual entrance of such a coincidence possible.



n Lebanon, at the border with Israel, there

is a turtle sanctuary. It is the result of be-
ing a protected area during the civil war.The
almost extinct Mediterranean sea turtle was
allowed to flourish. This is something good
that came out of the war.This is poetry. | have
gone through my own corporeal civil war and
TURTLE is my sanctuary and celebration.

—‘Michael H Shamberg’

TURTLE LIVE PRESS

20 TURTLE LIVE PRESS



The Slade Audio Club
Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 16th, 2007
The Slade Audio Club to Release First Two of a Series of Limited-Edition Artist Audio Works

On March 22nd, The Slade Audio Club will release two albums featuring the audio works of four
Slade artists.: Ben Barwise, Kieran Drury, Anwen Handmer, and Luke McCreadie. The albums will be
available for listening and purchase at the TURTLE event March 22nd and 23rd at Woburn Studios
(Woburn Place, WC1)

The Slade Audio Club was started by artists Richard Bevan and Andrew Ranville with aid of a project
grant awarded by The Slade School of Fine Art. The main role of the Audio Club is to function as a
record label, but not simply for music. The label has scheduled a “season” of limited-edition releases
which celebrate many different types of audio works from selected Slade artists. Each release comes
with special packaging designed by the artist(s) featured. Currently each release is limited to an
edition of 50.

Information About Release TSACOO1 - I Look Up You Look Down

The first release from The Slade Audio Club features artists Mr. Clack (Ben Barwise) and Luke Presley
(Luke McCreadie). Both Barwise and McCreadie explore the intimacy of pop music through various
bedroom recordings, but hasten to imbibe their warm sounds with a cool electronic sheen, leaving the
listener charmed by their accessibility while remaining intact a secret feeling of exclusivity. | Look Up
You Look Down will be available for purchase at the TURTLE event at Woburn Studios, March 22nd and
23rd. Barwise and McCreadie will be also performing live at the TURTLE event on Thursday evening,
March 22nd.

Information About Release TSACOO2 - The Less Room

The second release from The Slade Audio Club features artists Kieran Drury and Anwen Handmer.
Drury's lo-fi recordings contain a hushed immediacy that slowly gives way to an overall sense of
timelessness. Handmer's sublime documentary recordings blend beautifully with Drury’s songs, which
together seem to create a surreal, dreamlike conversation that one could only wish to experience in
their waking life. The Less Room will be available for purchase at the TURTLE event at Woburn Studios,
March 22nd and 23rd. A “listening-post” installation featuring the album and the artists artwork will
also be at the event.

For more information please contact Richard Bevan and Andrew Ranville at:
info@thesladeaudioclub.com

www.thesladeaudioclub.com
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Michael Shamberg’s “floor”
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Anita’s coffee table

8 TURTLE LIVE PRESS




Ana and Renée’s press desk

Mermaid

Head in the sea,
the sun is too black beneath the moon,
the eclipse scares the amazonite seashells,
one blue eye lash, one blue hair, one foot in the seabed
“Seedling,” she said, “We call this a sun feather.

Water does not fall in this weather.”

—Ana Cavic
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A personal deliberation

I watch on as my heart pounds,

Yet all that resonates is my ache that sounds.
Sounds like the beat of a drum,

The beat that disturbs my fears,

The drum constraining my country to war.
Please remind me, who is all this for?
Despite our hindered past, we carry on

In a place I love and know as my Lebanon.
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We are so easily swayed by what they say.
Stop. Look up and pray

Embrace the unfathomable sky

And ask, Why God why?

All they want is to be safe
So they pray and pray, but what good is faith?
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The hope of tomorrow, out there at play.
I dare you to force them to hide away

g

Walls close in and souls go out,

The building collapses like a broken heart.
They all fall like leaves off a tree,

What I would give for them to be evergreen.
They try to find their escape, their freedom amidst this inflicted atrocity,
Which mutilates my beloved country.

galerie a
bush

=

Freedom finds me between pen and paper—
Yet there are no words.

Aya Haidar
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ThIS prOject IS Shlt: can’t imagine the sore fingers of millions of stenographers who lost all their
strength in their right forefinger (or whatever digit they used to insert the letter U so painstakingly) for fear of being
fired from their jobs... They ain’t got a clue

like in the Board room of Company’s top five shareholders

No, the reason there’s starving children is that the citizens are
too scared to raise up against their extraordinarily large salad.

You have to be a moron to make a mistake.
Avoid excessively cutesy, and deliberately inaccessible cleverness.

YOU can be the message.

American Queer™

sets itself up for being lampooned either which way you
spell Humor. A brilliant design solution, as | keep insisting.

The text was assembled together
from a “quicksand of useless ver-
bage” exchanged between Visual
Communication students from
the School of the Art Institute,
Chicago and Renée O’Drobinak.

14 TURTLE LIVE PRESS




Kindness is what matters, all along, at any age—

kindness, the ruling principle of nowhere!

—Jan Morris
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